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Special Interest Spending on Independent Expenditures 
Tops $4.5 Million for the November Election 

 
With two weeks yet to go until the November general election, special interests have 

poured more than $4.5 million in so-called “independent expenditures” into ten contested 
legislative districts, according to the state’s Fair Political Practices Commission.  This is in 
addition to the $12 million in IEs spent in the June primaries. 
 

“Voters in these districts should brace themselves for the onslaught of campaign 
advertising to come.” commented Ross Johnson, Chairman of the Fair Political Practices 
Commission.  “It may be a wild ride.” 
 

As of October 21st, the 15th Assembly district in Contra Costa County ranks number one 
in “independent expenditure” spending with a total of $918,748.  The 78th Assembly district in San 
Diego County is number two among all Assembly districts with IE spending totaling $739,357.  
The 30th Assembly district in the Central Valley is third among Assembly districts with $681,867 in 
IE spending.  In the Senate, the 19th Senate district race in Ventura/Santa Barbara counties is at 
the top of “independent expenditure” spending among Senate races with a total of $860,581.  All 
of these four legislative districts are “open” seats with no incumbent running for re-election. 
 

Opportunity PAC – A Coalition of Educators, Health Care Givers, Faculty Members and 
Other School Employees has spent the most on “independent expenditures.”  In three legislative 
campaigns (Assembly districts 10, 15 and 80), Opportunity PAC has made IEs totaling 
$1,248,003.  The California Alliance, A Coalition of Consumer Attorneys, Conservationists and 
Nurses, ranks second, spending $492,039 on “independent expenditures” in three legislative 
campaigns (Senate district 19 and Assembly districts 15 and 78). 
 

The FPPC provides daily updates on its website on “independent expenditure” spending 
for the November election. 
 

“We’re focusing attention on ‘independent expenditures’ so the voting public is able to 
know which special interests are supporting which candidates,” said Johnson.  “Since limits on 
the size of direct contributions to candidates took effect in 2001, IE spending has skyrocketed and 
now totals more than $100 million.  The Commission will continue to track IE spending.” 
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